
IPMA Electricity Buying Group FAQs 

What is the IPMA’s Electricity Buying Group? 

The Electricity Buying Group brings IPMA members 
together to gain group buying power for the purchase of 
competitively priced electricity from a retail electric 
generation supplier certified by the Illinois Commerce 
Commission. Members can pool together their ComEd and 
Ameren Illinois electric accounts in order to shop for 
electricity in bulk and increase economies of scale. Our 
partner, Affordable Gas + Electric (AGE), will negotiate 
rates on our behalf with multiple top-tier industry 
suppliers in order to secure the lowest rates available for 
the group. 

 

What do I need to do if I want to be included in the 
IPMA’s Electricity Buying Group? 

Participation is SIMPLE. Complete the enrollment form and 
include any current contract expiration dates. Then send 
that form back in to Brenda Zeck or the AGE team with 
copies of your ComEd and/or Ameren bills. You can email 
the forms to info@agellc.com or fax them to AGE at 618-
205-5069. 

 

Will enrolling in the Buying Group commit me to signing a 
contract? 

Enrolling in the Buying Group does not commit a member 
to having to enter into a contract with the winning 
supplier. Enrollment simply puts your accounts in the pool 
for AGE to be able to maximize the group’s buying power. 
Once negotiations are completed, members enrolled will 
be sent a contract from the winning retail electric supplier 
and asked to enter into a contract for a term ranging 
anywhere from 12 to 36 months in length. The choice will 
be yours to sign this agreement or not. 

 

Will my price for power be fixed, or will it vary? 

The goal for the IPMA’s Electricity Buying Group is to 
secure an all-in fixed price for participants who enroll in 
the group. The price you will receive each month will not 
change, unless there is a new law adopted that 
fundamentally changes the way retail power prices are 
constructed. 

 

If I join the Buying Group and accept the contract, who 
will be billing me?  

In most cases, how you pay your electric bill will not 
change. ComEd or Ameren will be able to continue to bill 
your accounts. The retail electric supplier that contracts 
members of the Buying Group will be able to bill directly 
on the utility’s monthly bill replacing the current charges 
within the Electric Supply section of your bill. 

 

If I join the IPMA’s Electricity Buying Group, who will 
deliver my power, read my meter and respond to 
emergencies, such as power outages?  

ComEd or Ameren will still be responsible for delivering 
power to your business, reading your meter and restoring 
power after an outage. Both are delivery utility companies 
responsible for delivering power to you safely and reliably.  

 

What are my energy supply choices if I decide to not 
participate in the Buying Group? 

You can stay with ComEd or Ameren Illinois, which will 
continue to supply electricity as they always have, or you 
can shop for an alternative retail supplier based on your 
own accounts either on your own or through a 
Broker/Consultant such as AGE. 

 

I have electric accounts served by a utility other than 
ComEd or Ameren. Can those accounts participate in the 
Buying Group? 

No. Currently the laws of deregulation only apply to the 
publicly traded utilities in the State. Rural electric 
cooperatives and municipally owned electricity 
distribution systems do not allow for customers to choose 
their electric supplier. Only your ComEd and Ameren 
accounts will be eligible to enroll in the group.  

 

Who is Affordable Gas + Electric? 

The IPMA has selected Affordable Gas + Electric to be our 
consultant and manage the Electricity Buying Group. AGE 
is an Illinois based aggregator who works with 18 other 
associations similar to ours. They collectively manage 
nearly 3 billion kWh’s, and serve businesses large and 
small across several industries in the State. The IPMA has 
vetted them as a trusted partner for this program so our 
members can focus on other aspects of your business.  

 

What is the best number to call for questions?  

You can contact AGE at one of the numbers below to 
directly speak to a representative: 

Rob Wielt, AGE Sr. Energy Consultant – 618.231.4904 

Marvin Johnson, AGE Energy Consultant – 618.322.8935 

Jordan Haarmann, AGE VP of Procurement – 618.203.8328 

 


